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-|-here are two types of people in this world: those who learn languages easily and those
who struggle with them. | (and probably you) fall into the second group. | don’t even want
to think about the hours (and money!) | spent trying to learn English when, really, | hated
pretty much every minute of it. But people seem so smart when they can speak English, so
| kept at it. That meant doing online courses, intensive summer classes, and even going to
New York and getting up early on freezing winter mornings to head out to a Russian part
of Brooklyn that to me was like the Far West. | barely managed to stay awake during classes
in Times Square taught by teachers with dubious accents, while they received massages
from devoted Japanese students. Each of these experiences came with the corresponding
textbook, which addressed such thrilling topics as extreme sports and atmospheric
conditions. You know, everyday vocabulary for when you leave the house and see a
paraglider get carried off by a hurricane.

But having done all that and finding myself on the other side of the Atlantic, | had
to discover a way—even with my terrible memory—to retain what | had learned. That’s how
| decided to use my drawing skills to help me memorize words and grammatical concepts.
And those drawings turned into this book and learning English turned into something fun.
Maybe it won’t work for you, but drawing these pages helped me string a few words

together in English. Don't | look smart now?
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LESSON1

PERSON PRONOUN
singular 1st /
2nd You
3rd male He
3rd female She
3rd neutral It
plural 1st We
2nd You
3rd They

Subject pronouns indicate the person or object we are talking about.



Third person singular,
neufral.

First person singulo.r.
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I AM SMALL.
T AM IN NEW YORK.

THE VERB “TO BE”
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PEEK-A-BOO.

HERE
I AM.
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lo be

in the
Presenl

Simple

To make

NEGATIVES,

insert NOT after the verb “to be”.

'am not | I'm not
You are not | You aren't
He is not | He isn't
She is not | She isn't
Itis not | Itisn’t
We are not | We aren't
You are not | You aren't
They are not | They aren't

The
SIMPLE PRESENT FORM
of TO BE.

lam | I'm
You are | You're
He is | He’s
She is | She's
Itis|Its
We are | We're
You are | You're
They are | They're

To make
QUESTIONS,

invert the subject and the verb.

Aml..?
Areyou...?
Ishe..?
Isshe..?
Isit..?
Arewe...?
Areyou...?
Are they ... ?

“TO BE” IN THE SIMPLE PRESENT
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ON OVER IN FRONT OF
IN ; UNDER BEHIND
WEAT To BETWEEN
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